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Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Amendments to Water
Quality Standards Use Classifications 3 and 4—Request for
Comments

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has published a request for comments on planned
amendments to water rules (Minn. R. chapters 7050 and 7053) governing water quality standards for
Class 3 industrial consumption and Class 4 agricultural and wildlife usage. Please note that this
rulemaking does not involve the Class 4A wild rice sulfate standard. In summary, the changes being
considered would:

e replace numeric standards for existing subclasses 3A-3D with a single narrative standard,
condensing the subclasses into a single industrial consumption use class;

e replace numeric Class 4A standards for bicarbonate, boron, pH, specific conductance, total
dissolved salts and sodium with a narrative standard and include a process to translate the
narrative standard into a numeric effluent limit or limits for permitted dischargers;

e update numeric standards for Class 4B to reflect current science;

e remove the Class 4C designated use (protection of wetlands for agriculture and wildlife) and
designate wetlands as Classes 4A and 4B instead of 4C;

e move wetland standards for chloride and settleable solids from Classes 3D and 4C to Class 2D,
and move the narrative Class 4C standard to 7050.0186, to more appropriately reflect the uses
being protected; and

e maintain applicability of the Classes 3, 4A, and 4B uses on all waters of the state.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency published the above notice in the March 11, 2019 State
Register. The public comment period for this notice closes at 4:30 pm on April 22, 2019. The notice
and any related documents are available by visiting the MPCA Public Notice Webpage.

To access information about a particular rulemaking, visit the Public Rulemaking Docket.
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